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Cynthia T Brown
Chiel ot the Sechon of Addministiation, Ollice ol Procecdings
Surtace Fransportation Board
U5 E Strueg, S\
Washington, D.C. 2042230001

RE: Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for Abandonment Exemption of railroad
line between milepost 622.5 and milepost 703.8. - In Mississippi - STB Docket
AB-1087X

Dear Mirs Brown:

[ am wiiting m oppositton o the apphication nled by Grenada Rahway LEGC (CGRYR™)
tor abandonment exemption ol the railroad hine between milepost 622.5 near
Grenada, Mississippr and Milepost 703 8 near Canton, Mississippi, a distance of 81.3
miles iy Grenada, Montgomery, Carredl Holmes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, MS.

I believe the Surface Transportation Board would be domg a great disservied to the
regional cconomy should 1w approve then request. Currently, mine compantes use
the Grenada Rafway line moving 5,695 cars per year and is documented by existing
customers that an estumated 2,000 new cars will be added to that line in the next 3
vears, These companmes collecuvely employ 1,895 people and should the line he
closed, at least 500 ot those jobs might be lost. In addition to the immediate effect
on existing industries, the abandonment of the line will put this region a1 huge
disadvantage wlien competng for reayuilment projects and overall joh createn.

Over the past vear and a half GRYR increased rates on customers to the poiat that
they had to tind ditferent routes lor product distribution. Some existing customers
decided o use trucking and at least one customer is curtently sending products via
the northern part of the line (from Grenada, MS to Memphis, TNJ to markeis lacated
south ot the State of Mississippi and inta Latin America

We urge vou not to approve GRYR request without taking into consideration the

devastating cttects the exemption could have on existing customers and the regional
economy.

ENTERED
Sincerely yours, . Office dhfrgrocsedlng--
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